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Pal. 129. 1. 2. Verſes, 


Many a. time hawe. they afflifted me from my youth 
mg Iral amen -; win i >: 
Many a time harve they affifted me from my youth ;- 

yet they harve not prervailed againſt me. 


223p Mongſt the many undeniable and ir- 
refragable arguments that may be 
brought to prove the Exiſtence of 
AE God, the conſideration of the great 
| ©... Care which He the Supreme Gover. 
aor and Moderator, of all things bath in all Ages 
taken to preſerve his ſmall Flock, the Church, 
from the Paw of the Lyon and the Beare ; (not- 
withſtanding all the Arrs and Stratagems, . all 
the force and cunning of her potent and. vigilant. 
Adverſaries) ſeems to me not to be of the leaſt 
moment to convince an Atheiſt of his impiety, a 
Pagan of his Infidelity, an Heretick of his Obſtie. 
nacy , and a Schiſmatick of his dangerous and. 
erroneous Opinions, For ſurely were there not a 
God in heaven that put a ſtop not only to. the 
ragingiof che Sea, but, the madnels of the peo. 


A 2 : ple 
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ple : were.tiere not a God who ſet Limits to the. 

| Waves, and bounds to the fury of Tyrannical 
| Nppreſſars; were there not a .God who pur a 
1 Hook into the Faws o! the great Lemwathans: the - 
| piritnal Church had os been like ſome- 
of the material Churches in the tow Couatreys, 
quite under water : The Floods of Opprefſion 
kad: overftown- her, and fhe- had long ere 
this become a prey ro thoſe many Enemies . 
which even from her infancy have Watch d and 
Waited-for her ruin and deftru&tion. To fee the 
Ehurch- like-the Sakimanaer, not only living inthe: 
fire of: Atﬀttions but as tt were receiving nous. 
ri{ſhment from: the inoffenfave Flames ; to tee. the, 
Holy Buſh- bueniag without any- derriment to its 
own InbXanee; isa tafficient Argument that there: 
'5 an Angel that Protects her, an inviſible pow- 
er that. dwells within her , which preſerves her: 
body from- feorchirrs, though not always her 
Gormeirs, her external Conſtitutions: from- the- 
{me!} of the Fire» Phat fſuch-a' ſmall Veſtel as: 
the Church ſhould 'Ride-out fo many bluſtring: 
ſtorms on a troubleſome and  tempeſtuons Sea, 
without. bulging-or leaking; without iplitting on- 
the Shelves, or being (wallowed up of. the-Sands, 
muſt-needs proceed from the skill and care of her 
indef-tigable Pilot, and- the ſtrength of her in- 


vinctble 


- 
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vincible and WY Anchor : tor: what 
the Diſciples ſaid ro Jeſus when a ſudden. guſt of 
Wind aroſe on-che Lake, and filfled the Ship with 
Water, Hetp Maſter- or we periſh, is moſt rrue of 
the Church in general : Were it not for: his aid 
and afſtitance, tor his continual preſence, and ex” 
preſs Commands, whom the Winds and Sca, and 
all boyſtroas andotherwiſe unruly paſſions obey, 
we {houid uot only be toft: to and\fro with eve- 
ry. wind. of uncertain Doctrine. and "ſo become 
unſecled in our Judgements, and Reſolutions, bur 
allo we ſhould ſuffer on the--one fide from Pira-- 
tical Oppreſlors, and on the other from Hereti-- 
cal and Schiſmatical Intruders: 

Ic had been«impoſlibie for Chriſtianity, like 
Rome now the great Oppoſer of it, which from 
a ter ſcattered Cottages came to be the {overaign 
Commandrets of rche+ whole known World, to 
have ſtretched out her Empire-fo far; and wide 
as it is-at this day , and that fron-fo Jow and 
{mall beginnings, had -not the: Divine Spirit car- 
ried her. on and protected her, afhiſted and up: 
held her1n ſpight os all oppoſition, and contra-. 
diction wiatloever :* Turning fome unto that 
Faith which they bur lately perſecuted, diſcove- 
ring the wicked deligns and machinations of 
others, and confounding all their devices ; {io 

that 


=_ diverſc —_ wich | ry and 
danger, and play d upon the hole of the 4/p, and 
the Den of aw ger in great . as 
was foretold by the Prophet concerning the fiſt 
days of the Goſpel, God hath -built his Church 
upon a Mountain that cannot be ſhaken, on a 
Rock that cannot be moved ; for though the 
rain deſcend, the Winds blow, and the Floods 
riſe, though the Rain of adverſity may wet her, 
and the Floods of perſecution may rage againft 
her, and- the: furious biaſts-oi diſcord and diflenti. 
-on may ruffle and diſcompole her -outwasd Gar 
-ments, yer the Church her ſclt ſhall not fall, no: 
her Faith cotally fail, nor even the Gates of Het 
prevail agairiſt her ; for flie is founded upon a 
Rock, even the Rock Chriſt Jeſus : he is her 
Saviour and deliverer, her Fortreſs and Caſtle of 
defence, under the ſhadow ot. whoſe Wings, un- 
der the coverture of whale gracious providence 
ſhe ſhall be ſafe and ſecure nll all Tyranay and 
Oppreſiion, all rage and violence, all Envy and 
Malice be quite paſt and bluwn over : For 
though they have afflicted her from ber youth 
may I/razl now ſay, though many a time have they 
affitted ber from her youth , yet have they not pre- 
Tailed againſt ber. 

From 


( = 

From which FRA # of the royal ' P/al- 
miſt we may obſerve. "OE 1000 

i. The invecerate Malice, and the nnwearigd 
Induſtry of: the men of this world to ruine Sion, 
and to pull down the Walls of JFeruſakm: Ma- 
49 a time have they afiifted her from her youth; many 
a 1ime, will. chey. afflict her ir her old age. 

2. The Fruſtration of their deſign, or theill 
ſucceſs that all. thoſe meet with who: ſtrive ao 
oppoſe the Truth by Violence, or todetain it ir 
ungodlineſs. by. Fraud. Yet hawe they not- prevailed- 
againſt me. | | ; 

3. The Retribution -or return that the Church 
is. bound. to- make, Deo ftatori- 65 liberatori, to her 
Saviour and: Delivercr, for.zh& preſervation of 
her.ſeif and the deſtruction” of her Enemies: May 
1}rael now ſay, ought {/rael now-to (ay. : 

The frequenr Declarations of the Mercies and 
Deliveranccs we. xeceive-from-the; hand of -God; 
is a ſign of the value and-eſtimation-wepwtauport. 
them, and the ready- way to- increaſe thei num 
ber. The Remembrance -of-the Churches danger 
and of, her wonderful deliverance from it rauſtbe 
the burden of her Song -of Thankſpivins :- For 
fo che ingemunation of-rmy Text, as in other/pla- 
ces ſeeras to impor. = 


\ In: 
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In thefirlt general Obſervarion-we re to tou; 
ſider 1. Who they are that are ſo malicious as 
to envy the 'peace-of Sion, and fe ſedulos and 
diligent in contriving her DeſtruCtiov. 

2. How frequent chey are in their Attempts. 

3. By what'ways and means they -indeavour 
ro bring their wicked and ,pernicious: dei:gns to 

als. | 

And this I-{hall.ſhow in the Pliraſe and -Lan- 
guage of my T exc. 

4. The Enemies -of [Sion arc many. Then 
multitude renders them tormidable : los defendit 
Numerus qunEteque Umbone Thalanges. 

2. Many a time do they renew their Afliults; 
Like imporcunate Beggars one &r wwo denials 
will not ihake them oft ; one vr ewo, or twenty 
diſappointments do not diſhearten or cauſc 
them to dehiſt from their interprize : T his ibur 
whets their anger and inventions: Animos a ol 
nere ſumunt : Like Antens they feemto receive vi- 

our from their very falls. 'T'bis thows their 


Obſtinacy and invereracy. 


3. They have many ways to execute their Fury 
and ro bring their-hidden purpoles to perfeCtion. 
The Sword and the Mattock. open Force, and 
biddea Treachery : I might put in the Pen like- 

| | wile 


wile none of the leaſt invenom'd Weapon 3 'hev 
make viſe of ro accompliſh their vyicked deligins . 
Beſides a thouſand Hittle Arts they have to delude 
the Vulgar,, and to hold filly ignorant people 
Captive this ſhows their Cunning, They do as 
Balaam did;-at the requeſt of Balak ; if they can- um, 
not cute 1{-ae! from one Hill, * they will try a- ** 33 
nother, and another after thar, ro ſec if at length 
ſome one lucky hit may render their Faſcinations 
and Enchantwents profperous and ſucceſsful. 
1. The Enemies of-the' Chuych'are many ; Too 
many for me'to ſpeak to within: the compats 
allotred for this Exerciſe; too many for, the poor 
Church by her own ſtrength to encounter, but 
not too many for her Almighty Patron and in- 
vincible Champion to deliver her frm : For 
though ali the' Legions of Darkneſs ſhould com- 
bine in one againſt her , and call in all their 
Auriliaries'to their affiſtance, "all thoſe who tor 
the Virulency of their Princip!es,' and the mali- 
ciouſnels'of their praftice:, may be ſtild Devils 
incarnate , yer ſhould' they be as 'chafte before 
'the wind, 'and the Argel' of the Lord fcattering 
'them ; as rthe' fire burnech the Wood; and the 
Aarne conſumeth the Mountfihs, fo ſha!F God 
perſecute them with his Fempeſt and make chem 
afraid with his Storm. Though they come about 
B her 


( 8. 

her like Bees yet fhall rhey. be extinct as the firs 
amongſt Thorns, to ſuddenly ſhall they vanith 
and be no more. 'Fhough the Red Dragon open 
his mouth wide to devouc herand her offspring, 
yet God will prepare a place: m- the- Wilderne!s 
for them to retire: unto: And though he þol- 
to her thither, yer he Quall. give; her. the- wings 
of an Eaxle that ſhe may.fly away, and he at reſt: 
aad though the Serpent caſt. wholeFloods of 
W ater our of. his mouth to.overwhelm her, YET 
the Exrth ſhall preſerve. her,, by receiving them 
into ber large and vait: Treaſury As. the 
Air before, lo the. Farth now,. yea. even all 
Elements hall by. the dircfion, and cammand af 
their. Superior Agent, contribute. to. her ſecurity, 
and preſervation. The Enemies.of Sion-are.ma- 
ny: She may.well ſay as. Dawd did ay perlon, 
All nations have compaſſed me-ahout , they have con- 
ſulied - torether mith one conſent, jb ] are, confeder, ate 
againſt me; the T abernacles:of Edam, and the Ifpmaelites . 
of- Moab, ard the Hagerens, thole indeed who 
to our great trouble,(and the greater, becaule aff 
nited hy oac who calls. himfelt the. moſt Chriſtian 
King,) have. oycrſpread a conſiderable part of the 
OMCE 7 itian Empure. ; [Though the late profpe. 
rovs ſucceſſes. of the Churches Arms -make. us Fo 

hope, that no:withſtanding thoſe indire& and 
un- 


mn wo W%. 
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'unchriftian praQtices, their late Half Moon is 


haſtily declining to its utmoſt Waine, Gebal #t- 
{o and Ammon, and Amalek, the Philiſtines with che 
inhabitants of Tyre, Afſur, alſo is yoyncd with 
'them. and have holpen the Children of Lot. The 
Enemies of Sion yeu lee are tmany : The YVine- 
:zard which God hath planted for himifelf with his 


-own right hand is infeſted, and troubled with 


many Advyerſaries that envy her Felicity, and ev 
-deavour her utter extirpation. - There are wild 


Boares that break down her Hedges, and wonid 


lay her open,and make her common to the Beaſts 
of the Wade, and unmanured Wilderneſs: And 
there are little Foxesfthar:creep through them and 
crop her tender Budds: There are Sacriltegious 
(Caterpillars thar devour her faireſt Cluſters, her 
beſt and richeſt poſſeſſions : And there are Tere- 
des littte Creatures that worm themfeives into 
the body of the Yme, and corrupt it, and others 


that gnaw at the very Root thinking ro kill, and 


deſtroy 1t. 
[ ſhall paſle by her Forreign Adverfaries, 4- 


theiſts, and Infidells who deny the very Principles 
-and firit Grounds of our moſt excellent Religi- 


on, whoie Eyes the God 'of thus World hath fo 
Olinded that they canunotlee the wonders of Gods 


Tuan and come io ome of her EcmcRick and 
home 


( 10, ). 
homebred: Foes, ttiole: thar. ca vi her Bread. and 
drink of her Cup, that partake! of the ſarac Or- 
dinances,. COqmmunicate ot.the Sane Sacraments, 
tat acknowledge, che fame: faith, and-yet. airher. 
out of Pride or [gnerance, Folly, ar unge lifr 
up their heel againſt, her. 

1, Some of thole many Enemies of Sianichar 
moleſt and diſturb her are thoſe who joyning. 
with her in, ber ourward- worthip,. in- the -obſer- 
vation- of her exccilent Dilcipline, and the. be- 
lief of her found and- Orchagox Doctrine, :*do 
notwithſtanding: to their own ſhame, and the 
Churches. prejudice depart from be in. their 
practice, and manner of outward: converſation : 
whoſe lives are no ways an{werabie to that-moſt 
holy Religion which they profes. 2u-aliud, ain, 
aud Tignnt, That ipeak. the words. of "hy 
Peter,, and live: the lite -of Simon Magnus. And 
truly tieſe are none of the leaft Enemies that the | 
Church of Chrift- hath; for there are no wounds 
like che wounds of a Friend, they {trike deepelt 
and are moſt unkindly reſeared. Such as thelc 
eve advantage: to the Gainſayers of the Truth, 
and mak? them.fpeak evil of that moſt: innocent 
Goipel thatis arſt pure, and then peaceable, Mec- 
thinks | hear our bleſled Saviour faying to the 

 fan- 


nd 


Its, 


"at. 


er- 


ife 
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hnning \& eviftian a yes nidirect - oppolition 
Lo thoſe d&:vine Preceprs which he- lefr to. be the 
Rule and Gude of ' our A. Actions, lomething' not 
unlike what the Chaſt and dying. Arrid 1aid- ed: 
ber beloved Pats, 

Pulaus Tideus quod fecit no" dolet da; 

Sed quod'tu' facies hoc, mthi crede dolet. 

The Wounds thar the malicious and 'blood- 
chiilty Jews made-im my Hands my Feet do not 
trouble me being chey were given me for thy 
fake do procure an Atronerent for thee: - bur 
they are thofe which thou my Friend and Com- 
panion whonr | toved as my felf, thoſe which. 
chou- who arc a pare ot me, a Member of my Bo- 
dy 'givelt me with thy Blaſphemics, with thy 
Oaton and ' Execrations, thoſe are the Wounds 
that itabb me to oe heart, thar crucifie me afreſh, 
that pur me anew to opin ſhame. Pitty 1t 1s 
that thoſe who are ri 'oht 25:t0 rheir underſtands 
ing {hould be pe! verſe it their Wills; and irregu- 
lar in their A/teRjons: Thar choſe who are fo 
far inhghced 1 In: taetr minds ſhon'd mix Heaven 
with Farth,” tight wich Darkneſs, for what Fel. 


lowſhip ot Comnitinion-is there: bervitens rhein. 


Oh! it chere be any ſuch here,let me beleech them 
by the Mrcizs ww" God); by chit Bowels of Chriſt 
Jeſus, not to Ectipfe the E3chs ottheir Profeſſion, 


by 


be ( 2 ) 


"by the::dull interpolition of their carnal and 


| Earthly-defires. 


2. . Another ſort..of the Enemics'of the anck 
which do; her and themſelves no ſmall prejudice, 
are thoſe who by oppokng her-Doctrine,...and.ſe- 
parating from her.-Communzon upon fights and 
trivolous pretences, do what wrthem lyes tg 
looſe thole Bands and Ligaments of Order that 
preſerve her wathin the Terms and Limits: ot-one 
eatire Body and Society. What Opinion this fort 
of People, whoout ot an over nice and Curious 
Tenderneſs run from one extreme - ſometimes to 
.another have, I know-not ; -but this I think, that 
no rational anprejudiced perlon -can altogether 
excuſe themfrom giving Ottence, and Scandal tc 
the Catholick Lharch of Chriſt, wizereof they either 
' ATC Or ought tro be Members. It Lacer ation, it 
Diſtortion, it Mautilation bring Pain, detormity and 
impertection along with them,thenfure-| am chat 
thoie who tcar one Member from another, vu 
divide he cominuity of Chriſts Myſtical Bod, 
and cur. oft diverſe trom the whoie, mule weeds 
not only [poyle the Beauty and Com: _—_ 0: 11Er 
Who is the tairelt of ten TT houtand, but : lio bring 
IOrment and vezation, pains and difedles © the 
great and unive:! fal Congy egation of the Faithful. 
Thoſe wanecctlary, I-may lay {omilgious Dividl. 

OITS 


EPR 
ons, 41& 4s tne ARickets winch hinder the growth: 
of the Church, that impair her frength, and make: 
her Limbs knomuy and diſproportioned. 

- 3-/Themhird, jaft; and mott dangerous: fort of: 
taole. who athtit Swn, and ſeek her utrer ruine 
and deſtraction that I thall mention; are thoſe” 
who either out of Ignorance, or jecular Carnal 
f:1F intereſt; or: both, corrupt her: Doctrine, -and 


either-propole: new, and unwarrantable Articles 


of Beliet for che Ferms of their Communion,and 
as.the neceſſary conditions of Salvation:, or elſe 


ted to; and practiced ; from the. knowledge of 
thoſe who-are fubject- to their Authority, and 
Miniſterial Fari{diction.. Thete deliver the Inven- 
tions of Mem inſtead of the Oracles-of God, and 
impole uncertain Triditions inſtead of Divine 


Truths upon the overcredulous and caſtly-{educed | 


Maultitude: God hath» commanded theGovers 


nors.and Stewaras oFlns Church to-prepare whol: 


fome Pottage: for the Sons of the' Prophets ; but 
they who have long,(thoegh upon: falle greunds) 


retended robe felety anthorized; and commaitl;s 


onated forthat Employment have: gathered wild 


Gonrds, venomous Eolfoquintida inſtead: of-favory 


fzvory Herbs, fo that we are fofced te cry out. 
» that there. is. Death-in the Pot, there is no afery 
N +. 36> 141+! 


0 


detain part of that which is neceſlary toy beaffen: 


(14 ) 

in eating and drinking with them after a Rel:- 
gious.manner, no Communicating witn them in 
in the Sacrament of the Lords Supper without dans 
ger of infection, till ſome Flour, which was E!i- 

's cure of the Deadly Pottage, be acknowleged 
to bein their Hoft ; which thev(for Realens bet 
know 'to themſelves ,) will not allow of, Thev 
havelo poyſon: d and Corrupted the pure Screzms 
of Gods Word, which ſhould make glad the 
Church, which i is the -City-of our God., - that he 
that .continueth ro drink his fill -of hole putrifzed 
Waters without a ſpecial 6) 0000ay 0g Nay 
the feſuits tome of the greateit Empoyioners, and 
Sorcerers have. turn-d then, as once the River 
Nilo was, into, blood ; that is by their faiſe com: 
ments aw; miinrerpretations of the Sacred Writ 
they have extracted: bloody and. cruel -Principles 
out: of it, Ana by vertue -of that unlmited,and 
uncontrollable Authority they would ality ferch 
from thence, afiume to themieives a-poiwer( which 
they . have bur 'too often nled)-:of Dethromng 
Kings ard Princes : and by difloly ing the bands 
ob Allegiance, expole them to the rage and; fury of 
their own Subjects x 'impudently denouncing. the 
facal Sentences: of Deprivation and Deftruction a- 
—_— thoſe Sov craign and Anothted Heads, 

Whole Authority is.in thoſe: Sacred Yolumas mofi 


plainly 


o Y 
; Sk 
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that aroſe in the Primitive Times, (fox the good 
" 7 4 4 as + 4 bh a«+i 1% = z? lr 2 inks tp ab 4 : » 
Man'had no ſooner Sowne his Wheat bur the 


doo t3 « + v9 « X p- 4 X - Jy | 3 
evil one ſeatterd his cares arongh it) the Churcn 


of Rome as infarious tow for her Apof2cy, as 


Phe was once Fimous for ler Faith, hath willtuily 


incutrd the | ſey ETe penalty ; tnentioned bySt. Form 
in the Rerelations, adding to and diminiſhing 
from the expreſs word'of God ; nay ſome of her 


Communion have been ſo impudenr as not onlyt 9 


eorrupr ſeveral places of the Holy Scriptures, but 


-even to Abale the value of that which they have 
left untainted and untoucht, Preferring their Canon 
Law, ibefore the law of God . preferring the ardb 
tray conſtitutions of St, Petey; precended Succeſſor 


to thee miidoubred 2nd Divinely inſpired wricings 
of St. Par!: one inſtance of which I ſhall men- 
tion out *of their own Decretalls: where it 15 ſaid, 


\ > 4 ” f\:'*} ARS . 
Secundam arcipere uxorem Secundum Apoſtali precce;r 
tum licitum eft, Secundum vero veritatls rationem 


were Fornicatio. That is as much as to ſay, that 
according to the word of God in St Panls Epiſtles 


Setond Marriages are !awfull, but according to. 


the Word of God, as they would have it in their 
Canon Law written 12 60 years after, *tis plain For- 
nication. St. Pay! gives a command to Timothy 


to keep fafe that committed to his Charge, to 


(: pre- 
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_—_ the Talent of Cathohck.Faith delivered te 


im unbroke:; and uncorupt, neicher perverted or - 
erakt in, it's. order by. Schiſmatieks, nor tainted in 
its Doctrine.by FZzreticks.; bur it, ſeemes. che Pope 
who to. frequently and fo caſtly, (though.it way 
be nor fo cheaply) (diſpenſed. with others, bath 
givea. himſelf, a Diſpenſation. from .chis Golden 
Rule > makeing ſuch an.uncquall Exchange with 
as, as Diomedes in Homer:rmade_with Glancas for 
his Armour, braſs for Gold: givcing _ us. brazen; 
impudent, counterfiet Traditions, for the Golden 
Armour of. Gods word which admitts of. nos. 
Profs, na Alleye. ES 

2. As the Enemies of the. Church..are. many, 
fo are their. Aſſulrs frequent, their. induſtry un: 
vearied, and their malice. ſtyl rageing, though 
continualiy unſueceſsfull. Like Couragious: 
Gamſters, rws. or three, unlucky. Games cannox, 
dfhearten them,. nay the more. they loole, the. 
eagerer they. are thinking though in.vain;.that; 
ſome one fortunate. hit may make them amends. 
for their former diſappointments, and anfwer. 
their to-ofren. deluded expectations. It was a great. 
corafort to Tfraet that though Siſers. had nine hun-- 
dted Chariots of. Iron, and a vaſt. Army. with . 
which he haraſt and . oppreſt them for twenty. 
years, that yer one overthrow giver him by, 
Dehorals (ecured them from all ſuch hoftile Inva- 


hons. 


| a -w —<——_ roars 


am 


*frons for along time after: Bur here it is as With 


the Hydra, cur oft one head and two ſprings up 


in the place of it: Though divers of the heads 
' of the adverſaries-of Sion havebeen fixt on Poles 


for their Treachery ahd Rebellion, to be a terror 
ahd warning to-othets to avoyd the ſame indi- 
re& Courles, teat they mect with the Tame facall 
end, yet there have been alwayes 'other Heads of | 
the lame Mould, and Figure, and afe Rill buſily 


plotting, and <ontriveing the downfall, and ruine 


of this poor Church of Enzland, forfaken of thoit 


who ſhould be hier Friends, and expoſed to thoſe. 


adverſaries whole Deſignes is to Swallow both. 
And no wonder it is that. theſe hery Exhalations _ 


continue rirning in their Malice for: To many 


Apes together, ſeeing they have a plentifull Sup- 


-ply of unctuous, and Sulphurcous matter from 
Hell it fef which maintains the flames of Diflen- 
tion which 'tike the Fuaerall pile *of the two irfe- 
'concileable 'Brothers, Erroches, and Polmices whoſe 


Enmity lafted longer then their breath, divide 


themſelves, 45 alfo the toore vehemnent fre of . 
Pevpſecution., 


The Enemies of Sion are moved by a reſtleſs 
Spirit, even by him vrho 15 ever tn. action going 
100 and fro about the Earth : atd his chief buſt 
nes and -defigne to difti:to the Peace of Sion 


and 


i8 )- 
and to hinder rie-wellfare-of Jeruſalem; tO pull” 
down the: oid 'Ternple of. the Lord and to erect. 
a new Chappe: tor his own. Worthip. From the - 
infancy of. Religioi-he. began to perſtcute the holy | 
Seed nor. will he-leave oft to malign-their- happi- - 
- neſs, and.to.create then-trouble till this world be 

no-more, and till. they arrive atthar unchange- 
able State: of reſt; and Securiry,. which he being 
gound with his confederates in everlaſting chains 
of darknels ſhall[have no power: though -his .per- 
verſe will ſhall ſtill be the fame, to deſturb or 
moleſt. he {ſeduced E-ve in Paradice from the dury 
She owed to her-Lord and Husband, and drew 
both of chem from-their Allegjance-to rheir Su - 
preatr Head-and Maſter : and thereby made them-- 
inſttumentall to their own and our Miſery: He. 
inſtigated Cain ro Sacrifice his innocent Brother, 
indeavouring thereby ro deſtroy the Churehin the. 
arſt Ylarter and Gonfeflor of ic. Endlels would 
it be, and + indeed needleſs to. run . through the - 
many oppoſitions that the cholcn People of God 
met with by his fly, and cunning intinuations be. 
fore their ſcertiement In-the promis'd Land : need- - 
leſs, 1. ſtay it pyould be. to, rehearſe the. feverali 
hardſhips they underwent, in.a Congregation of 
rebortried Proteſtants to hom the free uſe of the 
Sacred Hiſtory of the Buble is allowed in their. 
ow, tongue, wherein - the ſeveral particulars re- 

| Jat*:gg, 
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keing theicunto are contained. Were I indeed - 
to Preach to an Allembly of Lay Papiſts, and had * 
occalion tv make ule of any part of the: Sacred © 
writ, to give-a demonſtration of Gods care of his. 
People under their moſt cruel and fevere Taske 
maſters, then it would be neceflary to make a full, ,- 
and perfect. recitall of all the circumſtances be- 
20NgINg tO ſuch -a deliverance ; - and that becauſe 
their cunning and mercileſs Spiritual Guides as 
they call them, lock up the Records of Eternal . 
Truth from them, and keep them in ignorance of. 
thoſe wonderfull - works of God which he hath 
done for his choſen: Seed : | it being in fone of the 
Catholick Countryes-as they are Stiled, a crime 
within the compals of the TInquittioirtor any Jaick _ 
to have a Bible in the Vulgar congue in his cuſtody : 
but to you it is given to know thoſe: truths that. 
concern. your everlaſting, Salvation ;- and if it be 
not your ovin or-your Parents faults you may © 
ve able to underftand the whole Series, and me-” 
thod of: Gods Mercies ro t5is-Church trom the 
begmning; of the world 7iil the Revelation of Jeſus 
Chriſt; Happy are you if you know how to-make-. | 
2 right ule of. this great Priviledge to your own - 
adyanrage: 4 {hill therefore be very” brief, and 
that racher to refreſh your Memories, then to - 
inform - your underſtandings. I ſhall not Rend 
ro feckon up che ſeveral Depravations, Schiſmes, and = . 


pte- 
. 
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i -perſecutions that hapened' ro the: :Children-of - 
Iſrael ander the-leverai- Diſpenſations of the Old | 
Law untill the'comeing of ourSaviour in the flcth: 
and then ar the: Entrance of the Captain of, our 
Salvation on the great, and charitable work of 
-OUT Redemption, Satan renews his Allaults, doubles | 
his files, and again ſecks-to- ſtrangle Chriſtianiry | 
in the very Cradle. He incices "Herod 0 nf in 
wait for aim, and what he could not accomp liſh 
by his Agents he attempts to perforrm. in his own 
Perlon, afrer this he expc oles him to -the malice 
-of the Scribes and Phartſes, and at laft when lie 
chought his deſigne finiftic, he was vangquitht by 
' the Crofs, and che Death of Jeſus prov d the lif | 
of. kis Church : \ who knows nut What Enemies, 
how powerfull, and how cruel the firſt Propa: 
pacors of the Chriftian Religion met with from | 
. his bloody qpmoyingy” in the 'Arſt Ages, and 
Genturies of the Church? how they were thrown 
i to wild Beaſts, devored to the ang Brovid 
(HS upon Gridireons, , pounded in Mortars, and PUT tO 
[ all rhe Tormenes thas dilnns alicions wit could 
iS ;avent, or his poirer execute: Afterwards when 
| the Goſpel of Grace, and Peace, had by its own 
inocent Arts ar ireſiſtable Charmes, (the Divitie 
-Spirit working along with them) tpre ad ic ſelf 
OVET 2 grea: pace of the world, but then by de- 
_ as the, bel rings heec below -are {ubiect 
to 
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[7 eo-coruption): became tainted - with Errors, atrd' 
- overcaſt. with Ignorance, and ſuperſtrion, when a 


* tew-(as moſt great things have [malt beginnings) 
Ty to, whom 2 light fronr above ſhined through the 
- groſſe and- thick Miſt; being tenſible: of their | 
MS Errors, and witling to Forfake them, and to bring 
n others likewiſe our of them, Endeavoured to re» 
x0 forme thoſe dangerous, and damnable Corrupr- 
8 ions which had (dureing that General ſtate of 

darkneſs) crept into the Church ;:whac oppofition? 


what contrad&ion * what Perſtcution?idid thoſe 
firſt Refermers, and Aſſertors of the true Anticnr 
Catholick and Apoſtolick- Fairh meer with from 
| thoſe whom ether incorrigible Obſtinacy: 
caſed to' pedfevere in their ignorance; or 'whormn-. | 
carnafl [mereſt obtiged to a&t comrary-to thote- 
Principles of fight, and Knowledge where with: 
they: were-informed. I might run- this from the: 
beginning of - our- own * Reformation - down to 
thele very days, and ſhow you how 'rhe- feveral 
Enemies of -the-Church have been ftill hammers” 
ing and beating, out Plots, amd makeing Ferters - 
from time to:-tinte to Shackle us again, and: 46» 
reduce usto our former Stavery: No fooner:had * 
we through Gods . providence eſcaped from the: 
land of Darkneſs bur the Egyptians as loth to looſe 
ſo fweet and profitable a pray purſued us, uſeing 


all Arts, and means. both toree, and cunning, beth : : 
| threat. © 


{ 22 ) 
' threatings,and remptations to bring us back {5 our 
old: houſe” of Bondage: But this' Till more. pro- 
| per'y belong to the : chird head : which was' this: 
| As the Enemies of $10n'ate many, and their 
Aﬀkkiilts freguear, 40 they bave many Ways, tO 
acceunphih, and bring about their Pernicious de- 
Jdignes. They know that the fame Stratageins 
in Warr are-feldom twice 'usd' wil; £o0gd 
ſucceſs: and therefore they vary rhivir Arts, and 
change their Habits according to the times, they 
liven, and the Perions. Witix "Whom! they” have 
to deai. I -mightthow you here what little and 
yet deſtructive Arts ſome of the F fettics: Ox: our 
Church: breed amonglt our ſelves (doubttds deri- 
veing their-ſmall byeStreames  tromethe corriupy> 
20d. infected Fountain of 'Rome) ule to! under. 
mine: her Foundations, and by. difſolveing her 
Order endeav 'QuUriNg to 4abvert her very Confti.. 
rution, But Jecing the” (olemntty of this day, the | 
happy day of -vur Deliverance. from one-of the 
moſt-horid Plots that ever vyas-contriv'd. againſt 
our Religion, aud juſt ypon the Brinke of Exe. 
cution, ſeems to Point to me to dire 'my Dif. 
.courſe to that Party who were 'the cruel Inſtru--- 
-ments,- and Abetcors of that helitth Conlpiricy,. 
1 ſhall wave thole leffor Diſturbers of : ou peate, 
and-come to CHLESPED, 19d 'profeiied Enemay of 
OUT: " Religion aby Law Eſtablifhe - amongft ' us : « 
following 
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-Hollowing the merk:6d that Gregroy Nagiat2yie 


-does in his firſt Inveftive againſt Julian, who 
"would not 'tnedle, as he tells'us: in the begining 


-of his Declamation, 'with Sehox King of the 


: Amorites, nor with Oe King 'of Baja, limall an- 
conſiderable Princes; and who':only endamag'd 


_-a little'part-of- the 'Church T/rael:: bur that he 


"would dire his Arrows againſt that' great Prond 
Spirit, that Dragon, that Apoſtate, that common 
-Enemy,* and\difturber of | Mankind, we - will a+ 
tprefent «paſs by thoſe-who' do not Praftice what 
they*profels,.though they are a great Diſhonour 
to'our Church; we will flip over in filence rhote 


who chough inmoſt Points they acknowledge her 


Do&trine, doe yet without any real-prounds:diflent 


'from her Diſcipline, though this-be an voknown 


injury and ditcredit to her, and\as:great an unhap- 
*pineſs to thernſelves,and come to th1s great Monſter 
'this red Dragon; red with te blood-of the Saints, 


'ro this ungracefull Backflider 'of Rome who brings 


2 diſreputation on that'once Famous Place wkere 
the Apoſttes of the Gentiles, ad thegreat Miniſter 
of the Circemcifion Preacht upthart pure and fin- 
cere word-of Truth, which is their- ac this time, 
and hath Wen for forhe' ages fo abgmin:ble  n- 
dulterated, ard 'corruptcd : Chrift gave St, Peter 
the Keys and commanded him . to lay aſide his 
Sword, Hur his pretended: Succeſſor hail bearen 

II aL © © 


# 


- are their own writers -ſhye in..celateing the prear: 


(.24;). 
them-ing+ ta Swords 2. Temparaii, and. a: Spiri- 
cial with bog: Whigh; heF yranzer 1-OVer the 
Kings--arid- Princes of the Earth; , witaels. thoſe - 


®.; 


Emperots.hghacth Exconmunicaties With 


Hare, 


that ſo -he-might..the- ſooner, 2nd eaſier dilpateh. 


tem with this:omier;. 


; Should. 1 recite. the ſeveral Murders, ard Mall:- 
inereſ6ihave. commuted, thavdeluge of the þlood | 
of the. Saints ivinch.chey have fpile and. the cruel. 


and -Barbarous rormencs they itave expoſed. them 


9; ty Sermon muſt becornea Martycology, and ' 


theſe tew Papers (well inroa Volume: alpMiltory 


that rung-parallel wich their Epoche abounds wit 
inſtances: of their cruelty, and-violeace :- Neither 


Slaughrers. they, have made;. and the. many. our 
rages they. have.committed for the propagation 
of their Religion, and the coormny this. peltilent 


Nort/zxen-Tierefis of - ouss as: they call it out of 
the world'; . gioryſg in . their - Villames, when 


= 


-Growned with Victory and trumiph, buc difoivn- 


#c:thentwheer Abbrtivve and aintucceistalt, Ang 
i+-this batetaged, and opewwiy.otproceediwg will 


not lerve their turns ; jf. plain force-will not Pres 


= 


vatle, then-inthe next place they baverrecourlc 


. to hidden Arcs, and fecrec Treachery+: what they 


£41801 compaſs-in the oper held, they.endeavour 
wtiicft by Ambuſh, by draiving thoſe lives 
| . they 


= 


= 


they aimic_at into''a" 


£35 ) E> 
mie at into '2 faare under the pretence. of 
a Treaty for accommodation: witneſs fon Hufſe, 


| and Flieromt of Prague both berray'd by the 


Emperours Letters of f{afe conduct into: their 


a4, $2, M4 P - >: ap , ; } £ oh : 
Enerucs hafids; and then Sacrificed to their Zeal- 
- OUS fury ::{o unſafe IE.It fO.put any confidence in 


them whole Sacred Principle jr 15 not to keep 


ehcir promiſe with chem whom they are pleasd 


to brand with the title of FHereticks, Bur more 


eſpecially for ever be remembred the barbarous, 
and mhumane Maſflacre at Paris whnther | the 


chief of the Proteſtant party were decoy'd under 


-the pretence of an accord, and there miſerably 


Burcherd. - Sometimes they 'work under ground 
ſhowing theralelves thereby the Children of daike 


neſs, they conceal rheir intentions the better'to 
'bring them to 'perfection : We oughe to bleſs 
:God dayly for the many Seaſonable Deliverances 
'He hath at all times aftorded *us from the 
.many Treacherous Defignes which that reſtleſs 


paity have :contrived againit the Perſons of our 
Princes, ard 'the Body 'of 'ovr Religion : but 
hore particularly 'we have, as 'we ought, this 


Morning offer'd up the unbloudie Sacrifice of 


our Praiſe and thanksofveins in the nairic and the 


ſence-of ouriChurch £9 our *oratious and merci- 
full Preferyerfor'the rimely and h:ppy Eiſcovery 


of 'that Powder Plot which was hatche in Hell, 


)Y, 
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wrought: in darkneſs, and. hou. nayc-heen-tiris - 
Day execatex; in. Ciouds, and Pillars. .of Smoke : 
A Smoke like. that which arple -out, af. the bor; 
romlels pit, like.the,jmoke of a Furnace ;. A ſmoke 
which would have. Eclips'd. our-Sun.and Mons ;; | 
our King, and Prince :- that would: have-dark- 
ned the Stars .of -the fickt, Magnicude our, Nobles ; - 
as likewile the-lefler Conſtelations; _ the: lower 
houle of:Pazhament: and wich: 1S-mare, .and 
which, had been. worle (though all :was bad.- & 
nough)' a. Smoke: which, had quie. pur, out.che - 
Glorious: Light. ok. the G Go{pell, the: very Eye; and 
Sight of- ike our. moſt. excelinely, Petorned R8- | 
legions and a ſmoke at. laſt which like-chaxz af- 
cending from the infernal Pic,woutd have. brought 
whole fvarmes.. of. Locuits, and. Caterpulers, of 
Mons, and Frvers, of. Prieſts..avd Jeſuics,. which 
would have. devoured: all..chac hag. born, green, 
an nicalant; alt tharhad been pure,and wioilore - 
18 this cur, fiur ful Trand, througir this.fire. (for 
their is. no ſnoke: but. ha hb. ſome. he.) they jn- 
tended to-haye Sacrificed--our Conlciences. 1D 
the Mal; C3 of. Kome ; tha, cxag]} Idol. that kitls . 

- ſoaneit thoſe whome, it embraces cloſet.” : 
I need nor give you..a Reſatign. of tharwicked : 
i. pernicious, deligne ;. their late PraGuiſes, and - 
| contrivances: to overturn the Foundation .of. our 
Rebigion: hath ſufficiently revived the. EPagry 
ot. 


of” rieir ancient'det NR; <_—_— 125, aid >. 


this winp.r Held one a1t700g the 'reſt ; fo thay- 
gow at 1. every Child: js« IMAGE acquainted 
with ©, anc lice Pathers hill teach- their. NG 
arenasheÞPunift favs: upon the. like oecafien, 


dren that- are yet unborn, to fas intent that MOR. 
they. came” —- they. might frew - their © Child4 
dren - the ” We and; therefore, 1 thall paſs 
oN to ns king elſe: Theſe! ways they have 
to offe: id. their Enemies, orher ways they havs 
to gain Fi jends. and to- obtain Projelytes, ons 
way is dy: ſpeaking them-farr with, large Pro- 


miſſas.of Indulgence. and: Proerment:. how many 
hath the hope of Liberty.2o do- whas they pleaſo 
upon caly. termes of- Abfolution Seduced front 


the Troth, and caus'd chem-to make Shipwrack 
of - their * Faych? Ane:'as: they- Irave:this-WAy. to 


gain them i rihey! have anocher tor recain® then 


talle: fignes, Iycmg * wonders, and! couhterhet 
Mirigles: for. certainks. as he: :deluitons of . the 
Ee yptian Sorcercrs were ur fore: mealure x cauls 


wy 1, aro was more .pzrverle, . and: hikheart 
more hardned -2gaint- che: Chidren of: Tfraet, 
to rhe Rrons' Opitrronr -rhar the: valcar: hays: of - 
the' reality of- choſe. frgnes and wonders that are - 
pretended to:be:wroughr amongiti: them 18 & gorcie - 
£8ai0n; of - the coninuativa © of-. their, Spineual 
Cap 1V 13a 
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that their: Poſterit y may Avi it; WT: the- Chile, ; +: _- 


Rnd 


|: & 
jb »Caprivity, Theſe wayes | and- |. ſeveral, : others 
ect Fehey have to promote their cauſe, and make 
ha their worſe then Egyptian Sorceryes to. prevaile 
: © but to: no-purpoſe, tor there . 45 one ut Heaven 
that laughs them to feorne ;. for 25*Balaam when. 
Gs Diving? inſpired * ſaid ; "Surely there 1s:no En- 
23. 23 *chantment againſt : Jacob; incither 4s their! any 
Divination againſt Iſrael : according to-rhis tne 
fthall it be fayd of Jacob, and of- Iſrael, /what hath 
God wrought? which -makes oodd t the next 
. «General 1 am to-.fpeak 40+ which . mult be ac: 
Ft, . ceptable to all good. men. 
The, Fruſtration of . their defigne; «or. the 4! 
_Jucceſs which they aneerwith, that ſtrive to op- 
ofe the Truth by. violence, or detain 3t-5n 'w- 
godlineſs by. fraud : yet have. thev-not prevailed 
againſt me. 

Many are the. ME che Wicktd, rhany 
5s their Plots and. Stratagems, tmany their ware. 
FB and lubtleMachinarions,” but the Counſel of the 
BY | Lord tharſhall ftana! As Satart and his 4nſbw. 
KIB nents are reiticis Perſecutors- of the $1tnts; fo 
HE -4s\God'a ſure refcaer, and Preferver of them: 
| + {Fhough -th2 -red Bra; Z0R call togerhc 41 his 
"| ew. infernall Legionss all rhe Priv: -inalities, and 

i2- 7.Powers of darkretls, all rhe numerous hoft of 
the 'bottemle!3 Pit; yer tm victory #4hall © re- 
Inain with Nfchar! : for indeed it is Tmper con- 
grdfſ ax, 
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greſficc; ET k£ ty unequal] Mitch? 1.07 aithou gh 
the. D&vil in Scriptute be Qiled-the =— ond, 
yer hath he” "ts ea { wich & ſtronger then hime 
lelfe, ich qie who can token he pleaſes reſtrain 
his fur; : :a6d - dispoilelle hin of- att the advan 
agdlins Flelds - 4; hath gorten ; and diſyppoint 
him and his Agents ot their molt forward -2nd 
pregnant. hopes even 41pon the Edge, and poine 
of their. aczompliſfimenc, . A8.the- Enewies of' Sioz 
have many wayes, ard - many meanes to-alfliet | 
her, ſu God hath mary Ways, 19d many means 
tg Protect and defend her. [; Catimot Ge al 
the.,wzys,. and Mcathods- which out” Almighty 
Prebevts makes:uſe of: ts [zve- and” deliver his 
Choten; becauſe many of- the-Paths of this ſecrer 
Providence are unknown to vs; and paſt 'Anding 
onuc: neither can [ infilt long; apon- thoſe ſeveral 
wayes,: ther are - diſcovered to us in holy writ, . 
which -| His divine Wildon utes for their 'oontins 
all Preſetvation: hall inflance in the exwo moſt - 
comprehenſive Methods 3 CALL think*® of and be . 


as ae” in ther 48 1 CAIH, + 


The fk peeigtl Providence of God 15 \WOor-s 
derfully rs itn the faguſar Provection: of ns 


Servants - fro alivle danyers - that atiſet from 


necetfary caules from luck 25: -a&t front their 


naturall inclinations, or at lealt ways without 


muc! premeditarion or defigne, | 
Ts; +; Hy: | 
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2. His infinite. -.dveito his People-is more 
Eminenrl; dilcovered-in 'the various. Method & he 
takes [xs them from'rhe | miſc hiefs-that are 
deſign'd them 'by yoluntary Agents. But..before 


Þ create of either of thele:{4 mult, premiſe this by 


way of caution; - Tbat-fzed does! net aiways 
me. ufe of any peculiar , providence. tor .the 
preſervation: of | bis deareſt -Children either. from 
dangers ariſeing from neceflary, or -iree Agents, 
and. therefore -we are not ralhly to judge,of aj 
thoſe: who:come to: any Miztortune either trom: 
the. one, -or the other -Caule. . Soreruncs he 
ſuffers his cheifeft Favourits torbe lawn aſunder, 
-TO pals tha ough the flames,, and thoſe of hom 
the-world:avas .not worthy to be, ſtoned, -and 
#lain with 'the £Ewverd; here in |ſaffcrigg- the 
Matice of the wicked for ſome private .end . of 
his own ro take it's naturall «courte, and th 
.obtam fits defigned Purvole; fometimes, likewite 
ke ſuffers his own Children | to come to {udden, 
and as we-call chem ontimely Ends; by tome 
untorelcen, and therefore .unavoidezble accigent.: 
bur chicfely and generally ſpeaking God as { 
JHhail how you is ,picasd to give hgnall Eviden- 
ices of his particular -care -of his own People, 
in ,preſerveing them trom the many tatall dan- 
gers they are :Jubiect to trom the one and 
the many bloudy contrivances that threaten them 
Fram the other Caule. ' Gods 


q 


} 
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' though they had .only be 


Sfoundcd xv 
harmleſs Lambent flame. Thes. the viper. that 
faſtned on St. Paxls hand by. the wonderfull 
Providence. : of -God;-(whoſe firft' motions . all 
natural - Agents muſt needs: obey): had loſt: its 
innate 'venome, which was turned inte an: ift- 
Nnecent -uyce: and this is one of the promiſes 
which, our bleſſed Saviour made, to his Diſciples 
a litcle before bis "Afſcention mentioned* by- St 


Marks: They ſhall. rake up Serpents, and if they -,7,4/ 


drink 4ny deadly thing it ſhall not hurr them. 16, 18. 


we are tald by -7ob that the fences of the feild 
thall be in League with che Righteous, and that 
the heaſts of the field ſhould be at peace with 
him, [Thus God ſhut the Mouths of the Lyons, 
and took away their ravenors appetite, to pre- 
ſerve his Servant Daniell, whole onely crime 
Was is Devotion, his not darcing io offer 19 

Iy any 


Fob 


27. 


ht any Petition bus to his God only, and we 'know: 


8; that the ſtones which the-people of Lyira (the- 
Te & lame perions whome Sc Paut-had ately before. 
in "2, Reftrain'd wich muck. adoe. from. Idelatry.) threw 
er ar thar great Apoſile, were: more. favourable ro- 
* im tnen the. oo hearts of- tlie: misguided 
Far rabble; Thus the fire ſhall not burn; nor the: 
{1488 j viper fting, nor the. Lyons devour, not the: ſtones 
{A kill, nor the Oyle Scald, (St Johns deliverance. 
it} at. 'Patmos) when: God: s pleated:re appear- for- 


Fi. the ſecuricy and Preſervatioirof thoſe who ſtand: 
THe up in oppoltion. to Tdolatry- ard Superſtition in 
Fa defence of his-own-truc worthip. | | 
"we 2... Fher ſptoiall Providence of God 18- moſt- 
| Eminentiy-'dilcovered- in the feverall miechods- 


3! he: takes to fecure cthem-fronv: the violence in: 


tended” them. by voluncary:. Agents-: And this - 
Goo does: fornerimes: by turning the hearts: of- 


be: | thoſe who. wiſh-evil - unco Sjoz- into'4 friendly: 
ih - compliance-with her. thus-he protected his ſer- - 
1h; ., vant Jacobs twice-in- the. fame journey, When 


Laban: parſued-. him; and his- incenſed Brother 


Ik _ Ejau went (forth to- meer him.” Smectimes. by 
Jt Turn ing the fury and violnte of the: enemics 


upon themſelves: Thus the: warr between” the 
Pa ka, and the Perfiin was: for a. long. time 
the Safeguard, and preſervation of the Chriſti- 
ans in Hutgary) and often times the jealoulies 

and 


| J 
and conteſts amongtt the ſeveral Sects of che 
Mabometans have diverted the arms of thoie In- 
fidells, or recalled them frem the advantages 
they had yoo! by their vaſt multitudes: fome- 

is pleasd to fend Panick fears, and 
.general conſternarions amongft rhe Enemics-of 


times: G0 


Sion, thereby making them afraid of their own 
ſhadows, and caufeing them to fly when there is 


none to purſue. Thus he made the Syrians tO Kings 
here the noiſe of- Chariots and "Horſes, even as 2% 


che noiſe .of .a-great hoſt, and they aroſe and fied, 
and left all their Furniture and proviſion behind 
"them to the great-comtort of the allmoſt ſtarved 


Samaritans. At. other times he pou his Ser- 
[ 


'yants by diſcovering the councils, and revealing 


:the deiignes .of thoſe that ſeek their deſtmuction'; 
thus God by the Prophet Eliſha diſcovered the 


tecret Cabinet Councills of the King of Syria, by 


"which means. the King . of. J/raz} faved himſelt : 
:otherwhile -he ſmaices chem wich blindneſs, as he 
Grd the great: hoſt thart-came tO Wrap the Pro 
pact Eljha and takes chem: in the fame ſnare they 


ia;d for others. Somecimes he infatuates their 
Councills, makeing them thereby inftrumentall 


to rhe preſervation -of thoſe whom they hae 


marke out. for .deſtruction; Fhns -the writeing 
of an ambiguous Letrer to the Lord Mounts 


a. 


CE ON Tg "WY 2 WP | O 
(24212 6. dit KW Ald IT EI, CORUS: £0) the Houle 


char 


F 


( T ) Z 

that day wasa” WO" means of *preventirig 
that bloody, and: torid; defigne, which {hould' on 
' this day have: been executed, and; for the .happy 
diſcovery. whereof. we have - this Morning paid 
our grateful} acknowledgment: to our. Mercyfull 
Saviour and Deliverer... 77s 

And as God. hath many ways fo : he hath: 
many means to protect his Choten, and ro ſup» 
preſs cither the torce or. ta defeat the cunning 
of their Adverfaries: As:h1s.-Angels; his. Mint- 
ſcing Spirits: ſent abroad. continvally . for the 
na Jn . bs. Elec: viicnels Stnacberibs valt a rmy 
deſtroyd in one night. by them.: his Magiſtrates - 
which are - the Sheilds. of. the- Earch,; and. his - 
Miniſters which -are-the Chariots. and loremen - 
of 1ſrael, Bur in 2}1 theſe we muſt look. np--to - 
God, the: firſt, Mover : of the wheel. and recur . 
our. Praiſe and thankigiveing to-hnng ro whom 
it alone -belongs, which brings me to the. laſt | 
head The duty of - the -Chureh ; - the: thankfull 
recrib3-ion- ſhe--1s bound to make to-her great 
Champion, and Defender of- all her deliverances: - 
may Tjrael now-ſay. The remembrance: of. her 
pait dangers oyght - to. be the:Burden of. her | 
Song of: thankſgiving : as the Reduplication: in che 
Text, and in-other places-of the P/alnes ſeem 10 
import Not wnto-. us; not. wnto us 0 Lord but 
unto thy Name be. glory; they compaſſed . me 


about,. . | 


ww 
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avout, they - compiſſed me I: ſay about, but im the 
Name of the Lord 1 will\deſlroy them. All the 
redoublings almoſt thar:we meet with -are but 
fo many repetitions of--Gods favour, and Mer- 
cies, whereby. we are the more effcaually and 
ſtrongly -{tird up» to-a cheartull thankfullneſs ro 
him who is the Giver of all.vidtery.and the 
only Preferverof atl thoſe-thae fear: him;- and 
it. their truitin his mercy; 

A: gratefull ackhowledgment of -Benefits res - 
ceived is one of the brit Principles and common « 
notions we bring into the-world along with us: - 
neither have we only the- indeltble:-and indiþ - 
penſible. Law: of Nature: to: commend this- duty 
of oratitiide to us, but the poſitive command of 
God himelf. to inforce-the-commemoration of - 
excher particular vor national deliverances, under - 
no leis apenalty then the abfolute forfeitnre .of - 
them: - God will by no + means admit that his 
mercies ſhould be writ in Sand. to be waſht away 
by the nexs. coming m of: the Tyde; but thatthey 
ſhonld be. recorded in - tuch laſting Characters 
that may tranknic them to fuccecding genera- 
tions. He: commanded--2 Por: of. Mansa to. be 
preſerved . in his. 'Tabernade-to- teftife to; afcer 
ages thag, miraculous -Providence. where by he 
ki{tained the Children of Trae for: forty years 
it: the dry and barren Wildernels: . And whe n 

| the 
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| f ab'y * | | 
«the waters of. Jordan vere dryd up ro aFord aft 
eaſe paſſage to that vaſt army into the promus. 
Land, we find that Joſhua - erected 12 Stones in 
the place where the waters were : cut: off, ro be 
' a perpetual] Memorialt of that wonderous- lepa- 
ration: Nay we are told chat in the-ſame: place 
where they paſt over the Red Sea, the Print, and 
Footſteps of that - Srapendious March, 'May be 
ſcen to this day, as a laſting Manument ot-that 
Miraculous Prefervation : *, | {hail not frand to 
juſtifie the truth of that bold and icemingly 
improbable relation ; bur {ure I.am that thc 
:fignall ſteps, and prints of this days wonderful! 
, deliverarice-remain freſh in rhis Nation ro this 
| preſent time, for though many noble, and F- 
minene neighbouring Structures have-ſince (nat 
"without ſuſpicion of indirect contrivances from 
the” ſame: crucil hands) tel the tury . of «he 
*merciteſs-Flames* vert thaſe ancient, and.glorious 
'Pites of building at :Weftminſler, where the Plor 
'was layd, where the leene was-contrivd, and 
"hich were deligned, for:one common heap of 
-rubiſh, Rand hitherto as a monument of our 
'Churenes "triumph, and tiwir ſhame, and at 
: onee bid defiance -to the. jaws of Time, and 
-their *-inveterate Malice. 
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Let fot FR, te complicated - Blefhags 
which by che happy dilcovery of: this days: 
horrid 'Lreafons: Wlelcended upon this:Nation 
be blotted out of our: remembrance fo long” as 
we wiſh well two the Englijh Monarchy-or 
to the Proteſtant Religion; for to- this davs- 
Triumph we owe the Preſer-vation of | both, 
Nay leaſt. che remembrance of thofe Mi- 
raculous Deliveranees that God hath beltowed 
upon this Kingdome by ſnatching-it out of the 
loody Jaws of Popery ſhould ever be for- 
gotten by ns 3 he hach been gratioully. pleas'd, 
as it were to refreſh our Memoryes, and to te. 
prine the Characters of his goodneſs tobe con- 
tinued to our Poſterity, to ſ[1gnalize onee more 
the fare day of the {ame Month, and the ſame 
date of the year with freſh inſtances of hig- 
#ratious Providence | over us, and his {ingular- 
rotection of us, and our molt excelletit Religion, 
Mikeing 88 inthis wonderfutt Century, and the 
now twice happy kfth of Noewenter, (the gloti- 
ous day of his prefent Szered Maſeſties Arrival 
in Hrgland, for the Projervariort of our Liberties and . 
Religion) the joytfull Seafons onee' more of- wur * 
deliverance from that fearfull inundarion * of 
Popery that was ready 'to break in upou us. 
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(48) 
"L;et us des oe unto God. our Bro- 
teftos, -and .Preferver . a - double Tribute of 
: thankfullacſs for rhe-joynt: Deliverances vouch 
»>fafd tous, and our fore . Fathers on this Solemn 
Feſtivall, which deſerves ' ro be -mark't with a 
- aew Star, and colour d with a freſh, and richer 
_graine in -our Englifh Catender, 

t Deliverances by which we are reſcued from 
being-carried back to our old avandond Ecyp! 
of Idolatry, and Superſtition. Mercies to which 
we owe the. continuance of many noble Familie: 
Which otherwiſe had been blown up without 
anv Luxury or Prodicality- of their own; and 
laitly Mercies to which we mult alccipe the free 
Excecciſe of -our Religion, and our meeting 
together-in chis venerable, and Aguſt Place ap- 
pointed for Gods holy Worthip; .(a place te 
which that .Rarty were lately too near Neigh- 
bours,. and which they lookr ypon with top 
greedy an Eye) whereby we. have this opper- 
cunity of Magnificing that:grations Providence 
which -countermind all .their helliih Plots in 
both the Miraculous Revolutions. | 
_ And let us. ſhow our Gratitude co Almighty 
Cod on this great occaſion chiefly by wiſhing 


F 


well unto Sion, aad doing the things that may 
-20nduce to her Peace. | 


' 39 


Let us pot be acceſlbry ro our own Misfor- 
tunes in calling down hndgernoges from Heayen, 
in xemoveing thoſe Galden Candlefticks which 
are. yet, God, be, praiſed, (and . long, ray they | 
continue ſo) fixt-in our Sanctuaries .cither:!by the 
 wickednels of our lives, ,or the vitiouſnels of. 
our Principles: Let there be; no Divifions 
among us, the fomenting of which is , the” 
ready way to þlaſt, and ſally, thoſe extraordi- 
nary bleſſings which ve at preſent, enjoy 3, ang 
which an mnaningous. conformity. co the moſt 
pure-and excellent-riles and Diſcipline of our 
"Church, is the moſt likely, and prudential 
'way to confirme &o ;our further ; Bench, and 


advantage. Let thelp,, who, ,ugon flight, and 
criviall Grounds ſepapare. from, our Communion 
conſider feriouſly with themſelves, who they 
'were, thathave: ever fince the Reformarion been 
the ſtout oppeſers. of Popery, and. who they now _ 
are which appear as the reſoinre Champions of 
'the Proteſtant Religion againſt all irs Enemies 
whatſoever. And then let thera be aſham'd to 
ſtandout. any longer againſt them, who have 
alwayes ſtood in the Gap to Dehend them, and 
the Faith which they Protech. 

Let them all run 1no the Arms of one com: 


mon Mother the Chnrcy of Englizd, and ref 
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(49) ; 
alfared* that” they einnvy bur be ſafe unde her 
Shelter Whom'God' hich ſo micaculoully reſtored, . 
aad preſerved: And lecall 'acqnieſce in the wile, 
and the tober determinations of thoſe Reverend, 
and pious Compilers of: the moſt” excelienr form 
of her Diciplaze *which as well 'as her Dofrine, 
ic: of them ſeald; and confirn'd® with their 
bit blood: For we- may. affure.our* felves of 
this Tioth, that. as'' a Church over 'burden'e 
with a« multi-ude of | Ceremonies. is hke a Bird 
with' great Wings, many gay Feachers, ahd a 
lnall light, empry uſejels' Body. ; © S6 thai” 
Church, (if+ we may call | it 'one) chat defpiſes 
all outward Decency,, and Order, is like the: 
unplum'd ! Fay in: ''the Fable, a. trouble ro her” 
ſelf, and. laughing' ftock. to her Neighbouts. . 


T.aftty let us endeavour to be Sober in our” 
Jidgements,  prudent-'in our Converſation; 
p-1ttung on a calme, meek, obedient, teachable 
Temper ; nor affeCting fingulariry, but-agreeing 
as 11. on? Faitn; one Hope, one Baptiſme, in 
the: acknowtedgement of one Lord, and Saviour 
of us alls So likewiſe in one outward form of 
worſhip, even that Incomperable one which is 
fo happily (and leng may it be ſo) Eſtablith't 


of Law. among us. 


(41) | 

Arid let Vis, bleſs and Praiſe God for all his 
Mercies'; and © then God fhatl bleſs us, and continue 
this moſt excellent Religion which we profeſs; and- 
enjoy, in. ſpizht of all it's Adrverſaries, and Oppoſers 
whatſoever, to. us, and our Poſterity for many 
and many Generations. ; - till all Churches ſhall be. 
gathered into -one, and ' united. to their Supreme 
head Chriſt Feſus our bleſſed Sa-viour, and Deliverer,.. 
to whome with - the Father, and the Fdoly Spirit,. 
three Perſons, and. one God be aſcribed oll Power, 
Praiſe, Honour, and Glory. for - ever and erver, 
Amen. . 


